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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

In the northern hemisphere, it is now officially the summer.  Seasons change, as do all things.

On Syndicomm, some fora are seeking a change of management.  The RPG Forum is currently in transition, with the new owners incurring some remodeling.  A few other existing fora are also do for a facelift.  If you've ever thought about starting your own forum, or feel you have something to contribute beyond general membership to an existing forum, please drop a line to the forum or system management.

Change is inevitable.  Sometimes it's up to us to steer that change.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Systemwide Upgrade
------------------
We've had some performance problems the last few days due to increased traffic; we will be performing a hardware upgrade in about a week that should alleviate the problem.  This upgrade will be accompanied by a brief downtime that will be announced on the system's login banner.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Having a hard time getting rid of unwanted apps on your Palm OS device?  Sometimes the old ways are the best ways.  Find the secret to easy uninstalls in Category 2, Topic 14: Cries for Help.  And find out what could be the most unproductive productivity app to ever grace a Palm device in Category 11, Topic 6: Palm Gaming Miscellaneous.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Though the Macintosh is often viewed as user-friendly, even its most accessible programs sometimes have complex features that take some discovering.  Read more about the capabilities of OS X's Address Book in Category 7, Topic 44: General Database Discussions; about iPhoto in Category 12, Topic 1: Graphics; and how to record sound on a laptop in Category 12, Topic 9: Sound Software.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
July is here - the month of the annual KansasFest.  Apple II users from around the world will be descending on their own Mecca, where they will find much fun and little sleep.  Tune into the preparations and live reports in Category 5, Topic 6: KFest 2004.

Live Games
Page 810
Keyword: LIVEGAMES
------------------
The Kingdom of Mercia, a Dungeons and Dragons campaign that originated in this forum, has relocated its archives to the RPG Forum.  Please see page 833 for older messages in this game. 

Role Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
We're under new management!  Please pardon our dust; we'll have an entirely new bulletin board structure to announce soon.  In the meantime, in the Kingdom of Mercia, you never know what evil creature might be lurking in the shadows.  Our intrepid band of adventurers have almost solved the riddle of the Keep of Adlerweg, and you can see how they are faring in Category 61, Topic 3: Inter-Session Play.  Better yet, you can join the group and help them dispel the evil of THE GAUNTLET.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Summer films can mean summer duds.  Earlier this spring, we were subjected to a film called by some "The Movie The Bush Administration Doesn't Want You To See", which was met with mixed reviews.  Read about "The Day After Tomorrow" in Category 31, Topic 6.  Not many people are looking forward to the film adaptation of Isaac Asimov's "I, Robot"; read why in Category 31, Topic 7.  If you'd rather catch your movies at home, read about the famous works of Alfred Hitchcock in Category 40, Topic 16.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The coin-operated arcade is the birthplace of the gaming industry, and the oldest form of arcade gaming is still popular to this day.  Pinball maintains a loyal following, as evidenced by the fan web sites discussed in Category 35, Topic 1: General Discussion of Arcade Games.  We also list some MP3s that replicate the atmosphere of an aracde from two decades ago!

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
It's not just marriage that has a high "divorce" rate.  Many serious, long-term relationships that outsiders are optimistic about can still end.  Read about this trend and theories about why more relationships don't lead to the altar in Category 11, Topic 5: Ending.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
Exercise burns calories.  It's up to you to determine what kinds of exercise you should try, and how many calories to burn in the process.  There are many answers, depending on your age, weight, and preferences.  Check out some calorie calculators, as well as descriptions of some lesser-known exercises such as "spinning", in Category 3, Topic 2: Exercise.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Many localities have unique vernaculars.  Just as "wicked cool" if often a distinctly New England saying, "y'all" is more a part of a Southern vocabulary.  But what what exactly does it mean?  Discuss these and other dialects in Category 5, Topic 5: Vocabulary.

Politics & Policy
Page 1600
Keyword: POLITICS
-----------------
Former president Ronald Wilson Reagan passed away Saturday after years of suffering the effects of Alzheimer's disease. Share your feelings about his passing with us in the Category 6, Topic 43.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
